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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Through HB 2538, the 1993 Oregon Legislative Assembly created the 
seven-member Access and Habitat (A&H) Board.  The A&H Board 
reviews and recommends to the Commission projects designed to 
improve wildlife habitat and public hunting access in Oregon.  Project 
proposals are typically submitted by landowners, corporations, 
organizations, and agencies.  Applications are initially reviewed by 
board-appointed regional advisory councils established in six geographic 
regions of the state.  The councils forward proposals to the A&H Board 
with recommendations to approve or deny projects.  The A&H Board 
provides the next level of project review, and then forwards proposals to 
the Commission for final consideration and approval to expend A&H 
Program funds.   
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

The A&H Program provides for public involvement through the regional 
advisory councils and A&H Board meetings.  The meetings are advertised 
in advance, notices are published on the department’s website and in the 
program’s newsletter, and agendas are mailed to interested citizens.  
There is an opportunity for citizens to provide public comment during 
these meetings.  The A&H Board most recently met on October 13, 2008 
in Salem.   
 

 
ISSUE 1 
 

 
Project Funding Approval 

  
Project 1 
 

#2008-14 Rogue Meadows Enhancement 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $6,640 
• Cooperator Funds:      $8,440 
• Total Project Cost:     $15,080 
• Applicant:                   Vince Oredson, ODFW – Rogue WD 
• Location:                     Rogue Watershed District                              
• Habitat Acres:             216 
• Cooperators:               Oregon Hunters Association (OHA) –            
                                          Rogue Valley Chapter; ODFW –  
                                          Central Point; Landowners 
• Council Vote:             Yes: 4;   No: 1 
• Board Vote:                Yes: 7;   No: 0 

 
The proposed project would reimburse six landowners a total of $6,640 
for 16.2 tons of fertilizer to be applied March – April, 2009.  The Rogue 
Valley Chapter of OHA will contribute $2,000 for fertilizer and provide 
$480 of in-kind (labor) support.  ODFW Central Point will provide $960 
of in-kind (labor) support. 
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These privately owned fertilized meadows are highly attractive to elk, 
which compete with the landowners’ cattle for forage.  Reimbursement 
for fertilizer will help to compensate the landowners for their loss, and 
will improve forage conditions for elk.  Four of the landowners currently 
allow some hunting on their property, while the other two feel the parcels 
are too small.  However, with the large amount of surrounding public land 
and the migratory nature of elk, hunters should have access to these 
animals. 
 
The Southwest Regional Advisory Council approved the project as 
proposed with a 4:1 vote.  The dissenting voter was concerned that the 
cost of fertilizer is too high and that funds would be better spent on 
natural habitat improvements, such as brush clearing.  The Access and 
Habitat Board approved the project unanimously. 
 

Project 2 
 

#2008-15 Blue Mountains Elk Initiative (BMEI) 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $80,000 
• Cooperator Funds:      $~650,000 (2007 BMEI) 
• Total Project Cost:      $~730,000 (2007 BMEI) 
• Applicant:                   Mark Henjum – BMEI Coordinator 
• Location:                     Northeast and High Desert Regions                
• Habitat Acres:             ~10,000 (2007 BMEI) 
• Cooperators:                Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF);   
                                          Blue Mountain Habitat Restoration          
                                          Council; US Forest Service (USFS); Bureau   

                                                of Land Management (BLM);  BMEI;   
                                                various sporting and landowner groups;   
                                                private landowners. 

• Council Vote:             Yes: 7;   No: 0   
• Board Vote:                Yes: 6;   No: 1 

 
The Blue Mountains Elk Initiative (BMEI) is a federal, state, private, and 
tribal partnership created in 1990 to deal with elk management and 
habitat issues in the Blue Mountains region.  The project area 
encompasses 19 million acres and is recognized as the first and largest elk 
initiative established in North America.  The initiative was established to 
provide clarity and direction in an environment of conflict and 
disagreement in regards to elk management between various stakeholders 
in the region.  Individual projects focus on elk habitat restoration and 
include activities such as noxious weed prevention/eradication, aspen 
restoration, spring development, juniper management, riparian protection, 
fencing, winter range management, and controlled burns.   
 
The BMEI has been supported by the A&H Program since 2006.  It is 
unique among Access and Habitat projects, in that the A&H Board 
approves earmark funding to be expended on future projects that are 
approved through the BMEI application review process.  The Northeast 
Regional A&H Coordinator then decides which of these approved 
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projects the Access and Habitat funding will help support.  The state 
A&H Coordinator ensures that all projects meet any criteria set forth by 
the A&H Board and fit the objectives of the Program before the grant 
agreement is established.  All projects must meet a minimum match 
funding ratio of 1:1 (cooperator funds : A&H Funds).   
 
This year’s BMEI proposal originally requested $100,000 in A&H 
funding, with up to 30% for use on public lands near the public/private 
interface.  The Northeast Regional A&H Advisory Council unanimously 
approved the project as proposed.  The Access and Habitat Board 
approved an amended version of the proposal, providing $80,000 in 
funding to be used exclusively on private land.  One dissenting vote was 
cast by Hunter Representative Steve McClelland because he supported 
the use of 10-30% of project funding on the public/private land interface.  
  

DRAFT MOTION I move to approve the recommendations of the Access and Habitat Board 
for project funding. 
 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: December 12, 2008 
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